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of the President to supervise the unitary ex-
ecutive branch and to withhold information 
the disclosure of which could impair foreign 
relations, the national security, the delibera-
tive processes of the Executive, or the per-
formance of the Executive’s constitutional 
duties. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 2, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 2215, approved November 2, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–273. This statement 
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on November 4.

Remarks in Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
November 4, 2002

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you all. So I couldn’t think of a better 
place to roll over in my bed and—[laugh-
ter]—and say to Laura, ‘‘Happy birthday.’’ 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is a great place. I want 
to thank you all for coming. Old Jim Leach 
said, ‘‘If you come by, we may be able to 
get a couple of our friends over early in the 
morning before election day.’’ I said, ‘‘All 
right, I’ll come.’’ [Laughter] He’s always un-
derstated things. [Laughter] 

I really do appreciate coming out so early 
in the morning. It shows your concern for 
our democracy. Laura and I are working our 
way home. I’ll be voting in Crawford, Texas, 
tomorrow morning, and so will she. I’m not 
undecided. [Laughter] And I’m not unde-
cided about what’s best for Iowa, either. I’m 
here to urge the good folks of Iowa from 
all political parties to vote. See, we have a 
duty as Americans to support our democracy. 
We have an obligation as citizens of this free 
land to exercise our right to express ourselves 
in the voting booths. We have that obligation. 
I don’t care whether you’re a Republican or 
a Democrat or could care less about political 
party, you have an obligation to America. 
Part of the American spirit is the participa-
tion by our citizens. 

But when you get in that voting booth here 
in Iowa, I’ve got some suggestions for you. 
Jim Leach is the right man for the United 
States Congress. Doug Gross is the right man 

to be your Governor. Greg Ganske is the 
right man to represent you in the United 
States Senate. 

We’ve got two other candidates—three 
other candidates here today, running for 
Congress, a good man named Jim Nussle, 
Tom Latham and Stan Thompson. They’re 
all running, and they’re good folks, good, 
honorable folks. 

So I want to thank you all for coming. I 
particularly want to say thanks to the senior 
Senator from Iowa, Mr. Chuck Grassley. I 
remember traveling the State with Chuck. 
He knows everybody. [Laughter] We’re driv-
ing along, he says, ‘‘That’s where the old 
Jones house is.’’ He said, ‘‘I shook their hand 
10 years ago.’’ [Laughter] He not only does 
a great job here in Iowa; he does a fantastic 
job in Washington, DC. And it makes sense 
to send another Senator up there with whom 
he can work and with whom I can work, and 
that Senator is Greg Ganske. 

Ganske is leading a lot of issues. He’s lead-
ing on these medical issues that are going 
to make a big difference in people’s lives. 
He’s for Patients’ Bill of Rights. He’s for 
modernizing Medicare. He wants to make 
sure the Iowa seniors are treated fairly. He’s 
a doctor. He’s a compassionate soul. He’s the 
kind of person with whom I can work. And 
there’s a lot of issues I need to work on in 
the United States Senate. 

Perhaps one of the most crucial issues is 
the judiciary. It’s a defining issue, as far as 
I’m concerned. It’s a fundamental issue, and 
we’ve got a problem because the leadership 
in the Senate has done a lousy job with my 
nominees. And the problem is, there’s a va-
cancy gap in America. There’s a problem on 
the bench. We can’t get our nominees 
through the Senate. They’re playing needless 
politics with them. And in some cases, they’re 
distorting their records. They don’t like my 
nominees because I’m putting good, honor-
able people up there who will not use the 
bench from which to legislate but will use 
the bench to strictly interpret the United 
States Constitution. 

I know I can count on Greg, just like I’ve 
been counting on Chuck Grassley’s support. 
I hope you send him to the Senate. It’s in 
the best interest of this State; it’s in the best 
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interest of our country that Greg Ganske rep-
resent us in Washington, DC. 

Congressional District 1 is represented by 
Jim Nussle. He’s the chairman of the Budget 
Committee. I can’t imagine anybody in their 
right mind getting rid of a chairman. It 
doesn’t make any sense. Maybe I’m missing 
something when some Iowa citizens say it 
makes sense to get rid of powerful chairmen. 
That’s not the politics I remember. It seems 
like to me that when you’ve got somebody 
in an important position that could help their 
district and help their State, you want to keep 
them there, particularly somebody like 
Nussle, who is doing a fantastic job. 

See, Jim and I understand this. We’re not 
spending the Government’s money in Wash-
ington, DC. As the chairman of the Budget 
Committee, it’s important to have somebody 
who understands, it’s the people’s money we 
spend. And we better have people watch the 
people’s money. Nussle is a good man who 
deserves to be reelected to the United States 
Congress. 

And then there’s Tom Latham, out of the 
Fourth Congressional District. I know him 
well. I’ve worked closely with him on a lot 
key issues related to the citizens of Iowa. 
He’s been strong about making sure our 
communities are drug-free and are safe. He 
understands that, like the other Members up 
here, we got to work together to keep the 
commitments of Social Security. He’s the 
right man for Congressional District 4. He’s 
done a fantastic job in the past. There’s no 
doubt in my mind he’ll continue that tradi-
tion of excellence. Tom Latham deserves to 
be reelected to the United States Congress. 

Stan Thompson is running from the Third. 
He’s with us today. Stan is a good, young, 
bright star of the Republican Party. He’s got 
him an uphill climb. He’s got a tough race. 
I walked on the stage; he looked me right 
in the eye; and he said, ‘‘Mr. President, if 
we turn out the vote, I’m going to the United 
States Congress.’’ And I appreciate you being 
here, Stan. I’m honored that you’re here. I 
appreciate the fact that you’re running. And 
I’m going to take you for—your word for it. 
I look forward to working with you. 

And then from the Fifth Congressional 
District is Steve King, State Senator Steve 
King. Nothing—you can’t take anything for 

granted in politics, but I’ll bet—well, I 
shouldn’t bet anything. [Laughter] I’m look-
ing forward—let me put it to you this way: 
I’m looking forward to working with the man 
in the United States Congress. He’s run a 
great campaign. I appreciate him coming. 

One thing I certainly know something 
about is what it takes to be a good Governor. 
I understand the role of Governor in a State. 
The Governor must set some priorities. You 
can’t try to be all things to all people—can’t 
try to promise everybody everything with the 
people’s money; otherwise, you can’t control 
your budget. You got to have the courage 
to set priority. Doug Gross knows how to do 
that. He understands how to set clear prior-
ities so that your money isn’t wasted, so that 
your money is focused, so you don’t have 
these kind of endless budget crises that you 
try to blame on somebody else. You need 
somebody who can manage the budget as 
your Governor. 

You also got to have somebody who will 
set education as the number one priority. 
Iowa’s got a good reputation in its schools. 
Better make sure you got a Governor who 
keeps that reputation strong by challenging 
the status quo when it needs to be chal-
lenged, by praising teachers when you find 
excellence. But demanding excellence for 
every single child in Iowa is absolutely essen-
tial with your next Governor. You’ve got to 
have a Governor who is not beholden to the 
special interests that tend to capture the 
statehouses. You’ve got to have a Governor, 
when it comes to education, who’s got one 
interest in mind. And that’s the school-
children and their parents of the State of 
Iowa. And that person is Doug Gross. He’ll 
make you a fine Governor for the State of 
Iowa. I look forward to working with him. 

No, I appreciate all the grassroots activists 
who are here, the party chairman, Chuck, 
and all the people who are working hard to 
turn out the vote, all the people who are 
manning the phones and putting up the 
signs. See, these elections, they’re kind of 
tight. And a tight election means you can 
have a tremendous influence on who wins. 
So Laura and I are here today to thank you 
for what you have done, and more impor-
tantly, thank you for what you’re going to 
do, today and tomorrow, to get people to the 
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polls, to turn them out, to not only encourage 
them to vote but encourage them to vote for 
the right person. 

And don’t be afraid to—talking to Demo-
crats. There’s some discerning Democrats 
who know the difference between lousy Gov-
ernment and good Government, and they 
want good Government. Make sure you find 
those independent souls who are looking for 
good, honorable people. 

And there’s nobody more honorable in this 
race than Jim Leach. He’s a breath of fresh 
air in Washington, DC. He’s so honest, he 
squeaks. [Laughter] He’s an independent 
thinker. But when he thinks, he’s profound 
in thought. He’s not the typical person that 
you think would be in politics. I can’t imagine 
anybody in their right mind in Congressional 
District 2 putting this man out of office. I 
don’t understand the thinking. Not only do 
I not understand the thinking about why you 
would turn back somebody who is full of in-
tegrity and decency and courage of his con-
victions but also turn back another chairman. 
This man has worked hard in the Congress 
to build up—put himself in a position where 
he can influence policy in a positive way. 
He’s the kind of man you want representing 
you in Congress because you can turn to your 
kids and say, ‘‘I’m proud of Jim Leach. I’m 
proud of how he handles himself.’’

And so I hope you go turn out that vote 
in this Congressional District 2. It’s impor-
tant. And when he wins, you can take great 
satisfaction in knowing you had a big hand 
in influencing the outcome of this election. 

And there’s some reasons why I’m here. 
I want some allies in Congress to work with 
on key issues. Not only am I here because 
I understand the character of the people that 
are represented on this stage, but we’ve got 
some key issues ahead of us. Of course, we’ve 
got a—our economy is kind of bumping 
along. It’s not as strong as it should be. It’s 
bumping and bumping. And therefore, some 
people can’t find work, and when they can’t 
find work, it says to me we got a problem. 
The best way to help people find work—and 
this is a fundamental difference of philos-
ophy—is to let people keep more of their 
own money. 

See, when you have more money in your 
pocket, when more of your own money—I 

want you to remember this fundamental eco-
nomic fact, that when you’ve got more money 
in your own pocket, you’re likely to demand 
a good or a service. And when you demand 
a good or a service, somebody is likely to 
produce that good or a service. And when 
somebody produces the good or a service, 
somebody in Iowa or somebody around 
America is more likely to find work. The best 
way to encourage job growth is to let you 
keep your own money. And therefore, I need 
people in the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives who will make the tax cuts per-
manent. 

I don’t know what they’re saying here in 
these campaigns, but I’m beginning to hear 
that echo around the country that says, 
‘‘Well, we might ought to revisit the tax re-
lief.’’ That’s code word; that’s Washington, 
DC, speak for, ‘‘I’m fixing to get back into 
your pocket.’’ The worst thing for economic 
vitality and jobs is to increase your taxes. And 
these Members up here on the stage are 
going to work with me to make sure that the 
tax relief is permanent and real, and you can 
plan on it. 

Good economic policy means good farm 
policy. And I look forward to working with 
these Members on good farm policy. We 
took a step toward good farm policy by open-
ing up markets for Iowa growers. Iowa farm-
ers are the best in the world. They’re the 
most productive in the world. And if you’re 
the best in the world, you want to have a 
chance to sell your product all around the 
world. And I want to thank these Members 
up here, all the Members of Congress—and 
Ganske, soon to be in the Senate; of course, 
Chuck Grassley—for joining together to 
grant the President the capacity to open up 
markets for Iowa farmers. It’s important to 
do that. 

It’s also important to continue to promote 
ethanol, which I will do, and work with these 
Members to promote ethanol. And there’s 
another cutting-edge issue when it comes to 
farmers, people who own the land, and that’s 
the death tax. See, people talking about the 
family farm—a lot of people have to give up 
their farms prematurely in order to pay the 
Government twice. First pay them if they 
ever make any money. Then they pay them 
on the value of their assets when they die. 
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It’s bad for farmers. It’s bad for the agri-
culture community. The death tax is running 
too many people off their farms too early. 
The death tax is bad for small-business own-
ers who want to leave their assets to some-
body they choose, not to the Federal Govern-
ment. A key issue in this campaign is, are 
we going to get rid of the death tax once 
and for all? I’m for it. These Members are 
for it, and you should be for it. 

I’m looking forward to working with these 
folks on good education policy. Thanks to the 
Members up here, we’re sending a record 
amount of Federal money back to Iowa 
schools. And I want to thank them for that 
help. I want to thank Leach and Nussle and 
Latham and Greg Ganske and Chuck Grass-
ley for working hard on behalf of the citizens 
of this State. But I want you to remember, 
for the first time in our State’s history—our 
country’s history and your State’s history—
we’re saying, ‘‘We want something in return 
for the money.’’ See, we’re going to challenge 
the soft bigotry of low expectations. We be-
lieve every child can learn. We’re going to 
set high standards. We believe in local con-
trol of schools. But in return for excess—
additional Federal money, we want us to—
we want you to show us and to show every-
body else whether or not every child in this 
State is learning. And when they are, we’ll 
praise the teachers. But we refuse to accept 
schools which won’t teach and won’t change. 
No child should be left behind in the State 
of Iowa. 

I look forward to working with these Mem-
bers for good health policy. Make no mistake 
about it, they’re leading the charge in the 
House of Representatives and in the Senate 
to make sure that the Medicare system 
works. Oh, the others talk a good game, but 
they haven’t delivered. The House of Rep-
resentatives, controlled—led by Denny 
Hastert, passed a prescription drug benefit, 
and yet it can’t get out of the Senate. There’s 
a lot of good talkers in Washington. We need 
doers. 

The Medicare issue is an important issue. 
It’s an important issue for Iowa for two rea-
sons: One, the formulas need to be fair for 
the Iowa citizens, and these Members are 
working to make the formulas fair; and sec-
ondly, medicine has changed. Medicine is 

modern. Things have changed in the medical 
world. Technology has changed. There’s new 
discoveries which make it easier for people 
to become healthy. And yet, Medicare is 
stuck in the past. Medicare hasn’t changed. 
It’s been so politically driven, nothing can 
get done. These Members can get it unstuck. 
They can help me modernize Medicare, 
which means prescription drug benefits for 
our senior citizens. 

And finally, I look forward to working with 
these Members, and it’s—up there on the 
biggest issue we face, which is your protec-
tion. See, that’s the number one issue. So 
long as there’s an enemy out there lurking 
around, our biggest responsibility is to pro-
tect our homeland; it’s to do everything we 
can to protect innocent life from nothing but 
a bunch of coldblooded killers, people who 
hate us because of what we love. See, we 
love freedom. We love the idea that people 
can worship freely in America. We love the 
fact people can speak their mind. We love 
a free press. We love every aspect about free-
dom, and we’re not changing. 

They’re out there, and they’re out there 
moving around. But we got the message, and 
therefore, there’s a lot of good people work-
ing hard to protect you. Anytime we get any 
lead, any hint of evidence that somebody 
might be thinking about doing something, 
we’re moving on it. We’re disrupting. We’re 
denying. We’re working long hours to protect 
the American people. And that’s the way it 
should be. 

But we can do a better job. That’s why 
I asked the Congress to join me in the cre-
ation of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, where we can get all the—bunch up 
these people that are involved with your pro-
tection into one agency, so there’s one cul-
ture, one priority, and that’s your protection; 
so that the good people at the Federal level 
understand what the new rules are—the 
rules of the game in our world. And the rules 
are, we got to do everything we can to protect 
you. It’s changed. The nature of our life has 
changed, and we’ve got to change with it. 

The House of Representatives, thanks to 
the Members up here, voted a good piece 
of legislation out, which I can say will give 
me the capacity to be able to manage this 
organization and protect you. The bill is stuck 
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in the Senate because the Senate wants me 
to give up power that Presidents have had 
for 40 years. And that power is the capacity 
for a President to suspend some collective 
bargaining rules for the sake of national secu-
rity. 

In other words, if there are rules involved 
that prevent me from putting the right peo-
ple at the right place at the right time for 
your protection, I ought to be able to sus-
pend those rules. I ought to be able to do 
what it takes to protect you. But the Senate 
has a lousy version. They’re more interested 
in special interests, which dominate the dia-
log in Washington, DC, than they are in pro-
tecting the American people. I refuse to ac-
cept a lousy bill, and I need Senators like 
Grassley and Ganske to support the creation 
of a Department of Homeland Security 
which will work. 

Now, there’s a good, honest debate on this 
issue. But we can’t have a big, thick of bu-
reaucratic rules preventing this President 
and future Presidents from doing whatever 
it takes to keep the homeland secure. The 
best way to secure this homeland is to stay 
on the hunt, to get this enemy on the run, 
and to bring them to justice, which is exactly 
what this country is going to do. 

You got to understand, it’s a different kind 
of war. In the old days, we blew up tanks 
and airplanes, and everybody said, ‘‘Well, 
they’re making progress.’’ These folks we’re 
after hide in caves. They send youngsters to 
their suicidal deaths. They don’t value life 
like we do. See, in this country, we say, ‘‘Ev-
erybody matters. Everybody is precious. Ev-
erybody counts. Every life counts.’’ These 
people are willing to take innocent life in the 
name of a great religion. 

Not only do I want you to remember Sep-
tember the 11th, but I want you to think 
about Indonesia and the attack on our ma-
rines in Kuwait, the attack on a French 
freighter. I mean, they’re out there. And the 
only way to deal with them—and by the way, 
I’ve come to the conclusion, and I hope you 
have, that therapy is not going to work. 
[Laughter] So we’re chasing them down. 
We’re chasing them down. We’re making 
good progress. Slowly but surely, we’re dis-
mantling that terrorist network. 

I went to the Congress and asked for the 
biggest increase in defense spending since 
Ronald Reagan was President. I want to 
thank the Members up here for their sup-
port. No question where they stand. No 
question where they—they believe that I be-
lieve that anytime we put our troops into 
harm’s way, these youngsters deserve the 
best pay, the best training, and the best pos-
sible equipment. 

And also, our message is real firm to friend 
and foe, alike: It doesn’t matter how long 
it takes to defend freedom; we’re going to 
defend freedom. It just doesn’t matter. 
There’s not a calendar on my desk in the 
Oval Office that says, such-and-such a date, 
we’re quitting. That’s not how I think. That’s 
not how these Members think. See, history 
has called us into action. We have an obliga-
tion to future generations of Americans, and 
we’re not going to forsake that obligation. 
And it doesn’t matter how long it takes. It 
doesn’t matter how deep the cave. The 
United States of America, with a great 
United States military and a strong alliance 
for freedom, will work hard all of the time 
to protect the homeland and protect our 
freedoms. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. It’s important—it is im-
portant for us to be realistic about the threats 
to our country. Times have changed. Used 
to be, oceans could protect us, and therefore, 
we could see a gathering threat and maybe 
deal with it or maybe not. Used to be, we 
could be quite confident in our capacity to 
protect our homeland because we never 
thought an enemy could make it to our shore. 
And we learned a tough lesson. We did. And 
therefore, it’s important for all of us in elec-
tive office to be clear-eyed about the threats 
we face, to see the world exactly the way it 
is, not the way we wish it would be. In order 
to protect America from current threats and 
future threats, we’ve got to be cold-eyed real-
ists, and that’s why I brought up the issue 
of Saddam Hussein. 

See, I view him as a serious threat to 
America. I see him as a threat to our country 
because I understand his hatred toward 
America and, equally important, his hatred 
toward our friends in the Middle East. This 
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is a man who has deceived the world for 11 
long years. He said he wouldn’t have weap-
ons of mass destruction. He’s got them. We 
know for a fact he was close to having a nu-
clear weapon at one time. We don’t know 
how close he is today because he has stiff-
armed the United Nations. 

We not only know he’s got chemical weap-
ons, but incredibly enough he’s used chem-
ical weapons. He’s used them in his neigh-
borhood; he’s used them on his own people. 
This is a man who has got terrorist connec-
tions, who would like nothing more than to 
provide—be the arsenal and the training 
grounds for these coldblooded killers. And 
they could attack us, and he would leave no 
fingerprints behind. He’s a threat. 

I went to the United Nations, I want to 
assure you, because I want the United Na-
tions to be effective. I want it to work. I want 
this collection of body—this body of coun-
tries to work together to make the country 
free, to promote the peace. The United Na-
tions can be effective. But for 11 years and 
16 resolutions, this man has defied the 
United Nations. It’s an historic moment, as 
far as I’m concerned, for the U.N. They can 
show the world whether or not they can work 
together to keep the peace, whether they be 
the United Nations, or whether they’ll be the 
League of Nations, an ineffective debating 
society. And the choice is theirs. 

And the choice is Saddam Hussein’s as 
well. For the sake of peace, he must disarm. 
He said he would disarm. But if he doesn’t 
disarm, and if the United Nations cannot find 
the backbone necessary to assume its respon-
sibilities, for the sake of peace, for the sake 
of freedom, for the sake of doing our obliga-
tions to our children, the United States will 
lead a coalition of nations to disarm Saddam 
Hussein. 

I believe out of the evil done to America 
is going to come some great good. I believe 
that. I can’t imagine what was going through 
the mind of the enemy when they hit us. 
They said this country must have a religion 
called materialism, that we were so selfish, 
so self-absorbed, probably looking at our-
selves in the mirror all the time, that all we 
would do after 9/11/2001 is step back and 
maybe file a lawsuit. That’s what they 
thought. 

They don’t understand the determination 
and drive. They don’t understand the Amer-
ican spirit. I believe if we’re—remain strong 
and firm in our conviction and clear in our 
thinking, if we don’t forget our roots and re-
member that freedom is not America’s gift 
to the world, it is God’s gift to the world, 
if we stand true to our beliefs, we can achieve 
peace. We can achieve peace. 

That’s the vision of this Government, is to 
achieve peace not only at home but in parts 
of the world. See, every life matters to Amer-
icans. Everybody counts. Everybody is pre-
cious, not just a few—everyone. And we want 
peace for people all around the world, and 
we can achieve it. By staying the course and 
remaining strong, we can have peace not only 
for America but for the Middle East and 
South Asia. It is possible. As a matter of fact, 
I believe it’s going to happen. 

And I know what’s going to happen here 
at home. We’ll be a better society as a result 
of what’s happened. A lot of people have 
taken a step back and kind of taken an assess-
ment, an inventory of their lives, and realized 
that the American spirit says we’ve got serve 
something greater than ourself in life. Gov-
ernment can help; we’ll help people in need. 
Listen, there are people who hurt in Iowa, 
and they hurt all around America. There’s 
addiction and loneliness and hopelessness in 
this country. And if any of us hurt, we all 
hurt. And we’ve got to do something about 
it. And Government will help. We’ll all work 
together to try to help. But Government is 
limited in its capacity. And that’s what we 
know up here on this stage. Government 
can’t put hope in people’s hearts or love in 
people’s lives. 

No, the best way to help bring light where 
there’s darkness, to help people see a better 
tomorrow, is for the strength of the country 
to step forward. And the strength of the 
country is the heart and soul of American 
people. People are stepping around—coming 
around. They’re saying, ‘‘What can I do to 
help?’’ And they’re putting their arm around 
somebody who hurts and says, ‘‘I love you.’’ 
There are mentors in this audience who are 
making a difference. There are Boy Scout 
leaders and Girl Scout leaders who are mak-
ing a difference, and Boys’ and Girls’ Club 
leaders—people who are working hard to 
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change America one heart, one soul, one 
conscience at a time. 

No, the enemy hit us. But out of the evil 
done to America is going to come some great 
good. There’s going to be peace in the world, 
and we’ll have a better tomorrow, a hope—
more hopeful America, an America where 
everybody understands the great promise of 
this country belongs to them just as much 
as to their neighbor. 

You know, the American spirit means not 
only should we participate in the process, the 
democratic process; the American spirit says 
that when we’re threatened, we respond. We 
defend our freedoms. We have an obligation 
to future generations. But the American spir-
it also says that we must serve something 
greater than ourself. 

It was personified vividly to me—I want 
the youngsters here to remember the story 
of Flight 93, people flying across the country 
that fateful day. They heard the airplane they 
were on was going to be used as a weapon. 
They told their loved ones goodbye. They 
said a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They 
took the plane into the ground to serve some-
thing greater than themselves. The spirit of 
this country is strong and alive and well, and 
it allows me to boldly predict that we’ll have 
a more peaceful world, and a more—better 
America. 

Thanks for coming. May God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:55 a.m. at the 
U.S. Cellular Center. In his remarks, he referred 
to gubernatorial candidate Doug Gross; senatorial 
candidate Greg Ganske; Chuck Larson, Jr., chair-
man, Republican Party of Iowa; and President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq.
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The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you all. Thanks for coming. And Laura 
and I are sure glad we came. We’re wan-
dering our way back to Texas. See, tomorrow 
is election day, and we intend to vote. And 
we’re not undecided. [Laughter] And I’m not 
undecided who ought to be the next United 
States Senator from Missouri, and that ought 
to be Jim Talent. 

It’s good to be here in St. Charles County, 
and to be with a lot of our friends from the 
St. Louis area. We appreciate you taking this 
election seriously. See, that’s part of the 
American spirit. It’s the spirit which is strong 
today. It’s the spirit that says, no matter what 
the cost, we’ll defend our freedoms. It’s the 
spirit that says part of being a patriot is to 
serve something greater than yourself in life. 
It’s the spirit that says, if you love freedom, 
then you have an obligation as a citizen of 
this country to participate in the elections. 
If you believe in freedom, then you have a 
responsibility to maintain that democratic 
system by doing your duty. 

And so I’m here in the State of Missouri 
to urge all folks, Republicans and Democrats 
and independents, to go to the polls. And 
when you get in that box, I’ve got a sugges-
tion: For the good of Missouri and for the 
good of the United States of America, Jim 
Talent is the man for Senate. Laura and I 
are really proud of the campaign he has run, 
and we’re really proud of the fact that he 
and Brenda hold family values dear to their 
heart. 

I’m also proud to be up here with a Sen-
ator who’s done a fine job on behalf of all 
the citizens of Missouri, a man I’m proud 
to call friend, and that’s Senator Kit Bond. 
I know we’ve got some Members of Congress 
here: Todd Akin and Jo Ann Emerson and 
Kenny Hulshof. They’re fine members of the 
United States congressional delegation. I’m 
proud to call them friends. I’m proud to call 
them ally. 

See, that’s what I’m looking for, some al-
lies, somebody who we can count on to do 
the right thing for America, somebody whose 
vote we can count on to do the right thing 
to make sure this country is strong and safe 
and a better place. 

I want to thank John Lewis for running 
for the State senate. I wish John all the best. 
Particularly proud to have met Carole Buck, 
the wife of the great voice of the Cardinals, 
Jack Buck, a fine man and a fine American. 

Thrilled to know that our family friend is 
here, the man who can really sing. I wish 
I’d have been here to hear him sing. I’m a 
country and western fan, and one of my fa-
vorites is Randy Travis. I’m proud that Randy 
is here, and Elizabeth is here—Randy is 


